
Sovereign Election, Part 1:
Th e o lo g ica l Ove rvie w

11.16.20 25



The Big Question: Why are we saved?

• Because God chose us for salvation?
OR

• Because God gave us the choice to believe, and we 
accepted out of our own free will?

FREE WILL vs PREDESTINATION



Scriptural Answer:
Predestination ...

... that you would freely believe



TULIP

• Total Depravity
• Unconditional Election
• Limited Atonement
• Irresistible Grace
• Perseverance of the Saints



Why should you care?

• God put it in the Bible so He wants you to know
• It informs your view of God
• It informs your view of yourself
• It informs the source of our faith and works
• It informs our evangelism
• It informs our eternal security



Bible Verses Galore!

■ Ephesians 1:3-6, 11
■ Ephesians 2:8-10
■ Romans 8:28-30
■ Romans 9:11-24
■ Romans 8:33-39
■ John 6:37-44
■ John 6:65
■ John 10:26-30
■ John 17:6, 24

■ 1 Cor 1:26-29
■ Acts 4:27-28
■ Acts 13:48
■ 1 Thess 5:9
■ 2 Thess 2:13-14
■ 2 Tim 1:9
■ 1 Peter 1:1-2
■ Rev 13:8
■ Rev 17:8



Ephesians 1:3-6: 
Ultimate Purpose of Salvation
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ...



Ephesians 1:3-6: 
Chosen from the Beginning
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world,



Ephesians 1:3-6 
Predestined by God's Will Alone
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless 
before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention 
of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace ...



Ephesians 1:11
Predestined by God's Will Alone
11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to His purpose who works all things 
after the counsel of His will,



Ephesians 2:8-10
Sovereign Before and After Salvation
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so 
that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand so that we would walk in them.



Romans 8:28-30
Golden Chain of Salvation
28 And we know that God causes all things to work together
for good to those who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He 
also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, 
so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 
and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these 
whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, 
He also glorified.



Romans 8:28-30
Golden Chain of Salvation
28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are called according 
to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so 
that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and 
these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom 
He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He 
also glorified.



Romans 8:28-30
Golden Chain of Salvation
28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are called according 
to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so 
that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and 
these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom 
He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He 
also glorified.



Romans 8:28-30
Golden Chain of Salvation
28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are called according 
to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so 
that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and 
these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom 
He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He 
also glorified.



Romans 8:28-30
Golden Chain of Salvation
28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are called according 
to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so 
that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and 
these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom 
He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He 
also glorified.



Romans 8:28-30
Golden Chain of Salvation
28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are called according 
to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so 
that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and 
these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom 
He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He 
also glorified.



Romans 9:11-24
The Potter's Right to Choose
11 for though the twins were not yet born and had not done 
anything good or bad, so that God’s purpose according to His 
choice would stand, not because of works but because of Him 
who calls, 12 it was said to her, “The older will serve the 
younger.” 13 Just as it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I 
hated.”



Romans 9:11-24
The Potter's Right to Choose
14 What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is 
there? May it never be! 15 For He says to Moses, “I will have 
mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I have compassion.” 16 So then it does not depend on 
the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has 
mercy.



Romans 9:11-24
The Potter's Right to Choose
17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I 
raised you up, to demonstrate My power in you, and that My 
name might be proclaimed throughout the whole earth.” 18 
So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens 
whom He desires.



Romans 9:11-24
The Potter's Right to Choose
19 You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? For 
who resists His will?” 20 On the contrary, who are you, O man, 
who answers back to God? The thing molded will not say to the 
molder, “Why did you make me like this,” will it? 21 Or does 
not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the 
same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for 
common use? 



Romans 9:11-24
The Potter's Right to Choose
22 What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and 
to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels 
of wrath prepared for destruction? 23 And He did so to make 
known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He 
prepared beforehand for glory, 24 even us,



John 6:37-39
Son Saves Those the Father Gives
37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one 
who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. 38 For I have 
come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will 
of Him who sent Me. 39 This is the will of Him who sent Me, 
that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on 
the last day. 40 For this is the will of My Father, that everyone 
who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal 
life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”



John 6:37-39
Son Does Not Save Those Not Given
44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me 
draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day



Rev 13:8
The Book of Life From the Beginning
8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose 
name has not been written from the foundation of the world 
in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.
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