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Who Ultimately Determine Who Is Saved?

God's 
Choice

Man's 
Choice



Scriptural Answer:

God's Sovereign Choice ...
... that you would freely make a 
choice to believe!



"Predestination" vs "Free Will"
God’s Choice Is Ultimate

God chose me before I 
chose Him.

He gave me a new heart 
that wanted Christ.

My faith is real, but it’s the 
result of His grace.

My Choice Is Ultimate

God makes salvation possible 
for everyone (no choosing)

He waits to "see" who will 
choose Him freely

My faith is mine, God 
responds to it



Bible Verses Galore!

■ Ephesians 1:3-6, 11
■ Ephesians 2:8-10
■ Romans 8:28-30
■ Romans 9:11-24
■ Romans 8:33-39
■ John 6:37-44
■ John 6:65
■ John 10:26-30
■ John 17:6, 24

■ 1 Cor 1:26-29
■ Acts 4:27-28
■ Acts 13:48
■ 1 Thess 5:9
■ 2 Thess 2:13-14
■ 2 Tim 1:9
■ 1 Peter 1:1-2
■ Rev 13:8
■ Rev 17:8



Question 1: How important is belief in sovereign election? 
Is this a doctrine that a person needs to believe to be 
saved?

(Can Arminians Be Saved?)

It is important, because it rightly gives God the glory for 
salvation.

However, the doctrine of election is not the gospel! In 
general, it is not an immediate salvation issue.



OK But what do you believe instead?

Slippery Slopes:

● Is God Sovereign or not in any real sense?
● Are you saved because of God's grace or your own 

"choice"?
● In the end, is God's saving grace extended to 

everyone or only a selected group?



OK But what do you believe instead?
Hyper Calvinism

Calvinism

Arminianism

Semi-Pelagianism

Pelagianism

Open Theism
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"God is sovereign, so why bother?"

Election and Man's Responsibility

Prevenient Grace / Simple Foreknowledge

Man takes the first step, then God's grace cooperates. Simple 
foreknowedge.

Man can follows God fully by his own will. No enabling grace 
needed

God doesn't even know the future...simply plays defense really 
well.



Question 2: Last time you used the disciples as an example 
of an "effectual call" but is this really true since we do not 
see this for many other examples (Samaritan woman, 
Nicodemus, rich young ruler)?

Disciples are an extreme example!

General Call

● Matthew 22:14
● Acts 17:30

Effectual Call

● Romans 8:30
● John 6:37
● 2 Thess 2:13-14



Question 3: In Joshua 24:15, Joshua invites the people to 
serve God, so a response is expected but how can people 
can respond if everything is predetermined the open 
invitation would not be really an open invitation? How can 
people repent and turn to God if they are not elected?
Two realities are true at the same time:

1. God is sovereign
2. Man is responsible for his actions (and unbelief)

Invitation for salvation is genuine and real ... but ability 
and willingness to respond comes from grace!



1. God is sovereign

2.Man is responsible for his actions (and unbelief)

This is how things really work
(secret things of God we will 
find out in the next life)

We are called to live 
this experience in this 
life!

We interpret the world through God’s absolute sovereignty, 
but we live responsibly through the means God has ordained!



2 Unbiblical Reactions to God's Sovereignty

1. Accuse God of Injustice (Romans 9:19)

2. Fatalism (Hypercalvinism) (Romans 10:14)

Biblical reaction: God's Sovereignty fills us with Awe and 
Assurance!



Question 4: Can we square God's sovereignty with human 
responsibility? Is there a "safe" way to fit these doctrines 
together?

No?

... but maybe the doctrine of secondary causes
(Genesis 50:20, Acts 2:23, Proverbs 16:9)



Question 5: In Romans 9:13 ("Jacob I loved, Esau I hated") 
can we say that God hated Esau because God knew he 
would sell his right as a firstborn, while Jacob would go 
after the blessing? (Did God look down the "corridors of 
time"?) (AKA: Foreseen faith, prescient view, simple 
foreknowledge)

Does not fit context ...
9:11 for though the twins were not yet born and had not done 
anything good or bad, so that God’s purpose according to His choice
would stand, not because of works but because of Him who calls,

9:16 So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man 
who runs, but on God who has mercy.



Question 6: Won't divine election kill our drive to 
evangelize or pray for the lost, since God promises no 
matter what to save all those he has chosen?

● These things are a matter of obedience (Phil 2:12-13)

● God ordains not only what will happen but also the means
(prayer, evangelism) (Romans 10:14)



2 Chilling Warnings:

Esther 4:14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place and you and 
your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether you have 
not attained royalty for such a time as this?”

Ezekiel 3:18-19 When I say to the wicked, ‘You will surely die,’ and 
you do not warn him or speak out to warn the wicked from his 
wicked way that he may live, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, 
but his blood I will require at your hand. 



Question 7: How do we do evangelism truthfully? We can’t 
say, Jesus loves you, maybe He doesn’t. We can’t say, Jesus 
is calling, because we are not sure that He is. Mainly, we 
can’t say “Jesus died on a cross to pay for your sins,” if we 
don’t know if the one to whom we are speaking is one of 
the elect.

● There is a general call for everyone to repent and believe the 
gospel (Mark 1:15)

● Jesus does love everyone and is good to all, even the unrighteous 
(John 3:16), desiring no one should perish (2 Peter 3:9)

● ...maybe tweak the wording a bit on the last one



Question 8: How can we evangelize our children in light of 
the above? Can we tell them "Jesus died on a cross to pay 
for your sins?"

We teach them to sing and believe what we want them to believe, 
and then also must make clear it is only true if they believe 

We must often catechise children with limited understanding and 
simple faith "ahead of their hearts." We teach them to think as 
believers with the hopeful expectations God will save them



Question 9: Should sovereign election be a family secret  
that we only talk about with believers, since unbelievers 
will misunderstand?

● Sovereign election is not the gospel, so not necessary to broach 
the topic. The apostles didn't preach this way! (Acts 17:30)

● If they ask, no need to prevaricate - God is sovereign after all!



Question 10: Does God elect some for salvation and some 
for damnation (double predestination / equal ultimacy)?

No!

1. Everyone is sinful, God decrees judgement on all
2. God actively intervenes to save those he chooses, but passively passes 
over others for mercy

Romans 9:22-23 
What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His 
power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared 
for destruction? 23 And He did so to make known the riches of His glory
upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory,



TULIP

• Total Depravity
• Unconditional Election
• Limited Atonement
• Irresistible Grace
• Perseverance of the Saints

• Prevenient Grace / Human Ability
• Conditional Election
• Unlimited Atonement
• Resistible Grace
• Possibility of Falling from Grace
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