Believer’s Baptism by
lmmersion, Overview

Defending Doctrinal Distinctives
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The Trinity
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Who should baptize?

Who should be baptized?

How should a person be baptized?
What does baptism mean?



What Is Baptism?

Statement of Faith: Christian baptism by immersion (Acts 8:36-39) is
the solemn and beautiful testimony of a believer showing forth his
faith in the crucified, buried, and risen Savior, and his union with Him
in death to sin and resurrection to a new life (Romans 6:1-11). Itis
also a picture of fellowship and identification with the visible body of
Christ (Acts 2:41-42).

Christian baptism is the obedient testimony of a new believer's faith
in and saving union with Christ as symbolized by that believer’s being
immersed in and raised up out of water.



Who Should Baptize?

Matthew 28:18-20, all Christians called into three-fold mission
Significant example: Philip in Acts 8:26-39
Yet dominant NT pattern is by church leaders before other believers

Baptizer should be someone who can represent a local congregation’s
affirming a new believer’s salvation testimony and church inclusion

Bottom line: individual Christians can baptize anywhere, but best
practice is baptism in a church assembly by church leaders

Can a baptism be invalidated by a disqualified baptizer?
Baptizing is a matter of obedience to Christ



Who Should Be Baptized?

Only believers!

Seeking and receiving baptism is a matter of obedience to Christ
Acts 2:38 (compare Matthew 28:18-20)

Saving faith and then baptism is the Bible’s clear pattern

Acts 2:41, 8:12, 8:13, 10:47-48, 16:14-15, 16:31-33, 18:8, 19:4-5
Baptism quickly follows profession of faith in NT

“The idea of an unbaptized Christian is simply not entertained in the
N.T”



How Should a Person Be Baptized?

By being immersed in water and then drawn up again by another
believer

Greek word for “baptize” (Bamnti{w) means: “immerse, plunge, wash,
dipll

Immersion sense implied by context of usage in Matthew 3:15-16,
Acts 8:38-39, John 3:23

Septuagint usage of Barmti{w also significant (“dip,” 2 Kings 5:14)

From where did the practices of sprinkling and pouring for baptism
originate?



What Does Baptism Mean?

Not in itself a means of spiritual cleansing or saving grace

Baptism is an obedient testimony of faith in and union with Christ.
1. Testimony of Repentance and Faith (Acts 2:38, Mt 28:19)

2. Testimony of Union with Christ (Acts 2:38, Rm 6:3-5, Col 2:12)

3. Testimony of Union with the Triune God (Mt 28:19, Acts 2:38)

4. Testimony of Cleansing from Sin (Acts 2:38, 22:16)

5. Testimony of Escape from Divine Judgment (1 Pt 3:18-22)

6. Testimony of New, Overcoming Spiritual Life (Rm 6:2-4)

7. Testimony of Inclusion in Christ’s Church (Acts 2:41, 1 Cor 12:13)
Proper meaning tied to proper persons and mode



Next Time:
Common Questions and Objections



